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Opisthocoelicaudia skarzynskii was originally included in the family Camarasauridae principally on the presence of low, bifurcate dorsal neural spines. The following derived characters, nevertheless, relate Opisthocoelicaudia to Titanosauridae:  (1) femur with pronounced lateral bulge below the major trochanter; (2) elongate, strongly opisthocoelous dorsal centra; (3) dorsal vertebrae with the infradiapophyseal lamina thickening toward its base; (4) presence of a centro-diapophyseal lamina uniting the base of the infradiapophyseal lamina and the parapophysis in dorsal vertebrae; (5) absence of hyposphene-hypantrum in dorsal vertebrae; (6) dorsal vertebrae with prespinal lamina developed until the base of the neural spine; (7) six strongly fused sacral vertebrae; (8) caudal neural arches displaced anteriorly; (9) summit of iliac portion of the acetabulum located at base of the pubic peduncle; (10) ilia expanded outwardly; (11) pubis longer than ischium; (12) semilunar sternal plates; (13) quadrangular coracoids; (14) absence of manual phalanges.  Within Titanosauridae, the following characters relate Opisthocoelicaudia to DGM “series B” (Titanosaurinae indet. from Peirópolis, Brazil): (15) presence of accessory spinodiapophyseal laminae in dorsal vertebrae.  


	The presence of bifurcate presacral neural spines, fusion of the haemal arches to the caudal centra, and the presence of strongly opisthocoelous caudal vertebrae are considered autapomorphies of Opisthocoelicaudia skarzynskii.  


† Original title: Salgado, L. and Coria, R. A. 1993. Consideraciones sobre las relaciones filogeneticas de Opisthocoelicaudia skarynskii (Sauropoda) del Cretácico superior de Mongolia. X Jornadas Argentinas de Paleontologia de Vertebrados.


 





