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Mica: Mom? Where am I? 
Oh no! What is that? 
Help me please! 
Somebody! 

Amy Ant: 
Where are you? 

Mica: Over here! 
Please hurry! 
I am about to fall in! 

----"--



Mica: Thank you. What was that thing you saved me from'? 

Amy Ant: That was an anti ion. They build traps for ants and if we fall in they eat us. 

Mica: Oh no, I was very 
cloGeto falling in. 
Thank you 
... excuse me, 
but what are you 
doing'? 

Amy Ant: My, my, 
you are the oddest ant 
I have ever seen. 

Mica: Silly, I'm not an 
ant. I'm a girl. 
My name is Formica 
but people call me Mica. 
Why are you putting 
your antennae on me'? 

Amy Ant: Ants use chemical sand scent (pheromones) to communicate. 
This is my way of saying hello and getting toknow you. 
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Amy Ant: Some members of a 
honeypot ant colony fill their 
stomach (abdomen) with food 
( flower nectar and other 
sweet substances) until 
swollen. lheotherantsthen 
receive food from the swollen 
ants. 

Other ants "milk" plant lice 
(Homoptera, including aphids) 
for the sweet nectarthe lice 
provide. This nectar is so 
delicious some ants tend the 
lice, like farmers tend cows or 
pigs. 

Mica: It seems like ants really 
like to eat sweet things. I have 
some cake in my backpack. 
Would you like some? 

Amy Ant: This cake is 
delicious! 
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Mica: I will be suretoshare 

some of my cake with ants 

outside my home . 

Amy Ant: Now that you know 

all about ants you are ready 

togo back to the museum. 

Mica: But I had so much fun 

here. Can't I stay and help? 

Amy Ant: You can always visit 

the Smithsonian ants in the 

Insect Zoo and visit your 

mom's office to see her live 

fungus-growing ant colony. 

Time to wake up ... 
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Dr. Grant: Time to wake up 
Mica. 

Mica: Mom? Oh mom, I just 
had the most amazing 
adventure! I was an ant. Well, 
not really. I was ant size and 
talked to Amy. 

Dr. Grant: Who? 

Mica: The worker over there. 
Where did she go? 

Dr. Grant: You have a great 
i magi nation. 

Mica: No mom, it was real. 

Dr. Grant: Come on, dear. 

Let's goto lunch. 
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Dr. Grant: Now Mica, tell me 

aboutthisdream? 

Mica: Mom, it wasn't a dream. 

Ants are so cool. I went to a 
colony. I almost was eaten by an 

antlion but Amy rescued me. I 
was sniffed and told I was an 

unusual ant. I learned all about 
ant castes, lifecycles,and ant 

societies. 

Dr. Grant: Wow! Sounds 
incredible! 

Mica: Dowe have any cake left? 

Dr. Grant: Why? 

Mica: I was going to feed it to the 

ants. 

Dr. Grant: That sounds like a

wonderful idea, but only feed the 
ants outside. 
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Mica: Oh mom, this is so great! 
Ants love sweet food and 
Amy loved this cake. 

Dr. Grant: Make sure not to touch 

the ants. Ants can bite and some 

ants sting when they are disturbed. 
What else did Amy tell you'? 

Mica: Lots of things. How some ants 
grow fungus, how ants help other 
insects and animals, how ants live 
together and care for each other. 
I feel as if I know tons of information 
about ants. 

Dr. Grant: The Smithsonian has 
several activities for kids on ants. Do 

you want to print out and do the 
activities? 

Mica: Sure, that sounds like fun! 
Goodbye Amy Ant! 
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